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grown   under   irrigation   is   not   subject, even in the dry zone, to the droughts that play havoc with our other crops and that cause  our  Indian famines.     In ordinary years,   when   the   supplies   of   our   other food grains in India are plentiful, these wheat   crops   would   find   a   ready   and secured market in England, enriching the whole country.     In famine years a very slight   rise  in   the  general   prices   would keep part of these wheat crops in India, their  place  in  the  British market  being temporarily taken, at a slight increase in price, by colonial or foreign wheat.     In India they would form a famine supply, 'exactly    as   and   when   they   might   be needed;   and by a sort of sliding scale they would serve to regulate the price of food of  the people;    in  times  of  slight scarcity  only  a part  of  the  crop  would be diverted from its ordinary destination by   the  automatic  action  of  the   rise  in price of other food grains, while in the dread event of real famine the whole of these  huge  supplies  would  be  available almost on the spot,  to  keep the people alive.